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EXCITING HACKNEY SINGERS SPRING CONCERT 
The church of St John at Hackney resounded with applause from the 650-strong audience for the rousing welcome speech by the new rector, Rev Rob Wickham, as he introduced the Hackney Singers and Forest Philharmonic Spring concert on Saturday: 

There has been a rumble of anticipation for the past few weeks because of the reputation this annual event has for being a thrilling occasion. I'm delighted to welcome the Hackney Singers to perform their music in a space designed for dramatic music. It's going to be a wonderful evening!
 And he was not disappointed. After the concert he said:
This is the first big concert I've been involved in here – I've only been in the job six weeks – and I'm delighted that so many have come into the heart of Hackney to enjoy themselves. I've seen so many smiles. If there is a negative side to Hackney we certainly haven't seen it here tonight!  

(Rev Rob Wickham, rector of St. John of Hackney)
And the applause as the concert finished was even more heartfelt. Many of the performers and audience spoke of how much they enjoyed it. One audience member said:

What an impressive and exciting sound from the Hackney Singers in the Beethoven Mass in C. It was the first time I'd heard Janacek's Our Father and I found it a heartfelt and lovely setting of the Lord's Prayer, imbued with mystery and drama.  The Forest Philharmonic kicked off with a wonderfully atmospheric performance of Fingal's Cave - you could really hear the sea crashing around you.

(Catharine Gunningham)

[More quotes below]

For more information about the concert and the choir see our website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk, or call 020 8986 7710. 
ENDS
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1. The Hackney Singers and the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra concert was on Saturday 28 April at 7.30pm in St John at Hackney church, Lower Clapton Road E5 0PD. 
2. The programme was: Beethoven: Mass in C.; Janacek: Our Father; Mendelssohn: Fingal's Cave
3. The soloists were: Rachel Chapman (soprano), Polly Jeffries (mezzosoprano), Dan Ludford Thomas (tenor) and Daniel Jordan (bass).
4. The next concert involving Hackney Singers is the performance by the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra of Mahler's third Symphony, in which the Sopranos and altos from the choir will join the orchestra. Sunday 1 July, 7:30 pm, Walthamstow Assembly Hall, E17. More information from www.hackneysingers.org.uk and www.forestphilharmonic.org.uk.
5. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 25 years. Hackney Singers’ musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice. 
6. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions, and everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney Singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
7. Photographs are available of the composer and of the choir in performance and in rehearsals from Imogen Radford -- see contact details above.
8. The Forest Philharmonic Orchestra, also conducted by Mark Shanahan, its musical director since 1991, has over 90 players aged 16 to 60.  It was founded in 1964, and is one of the country's leading community orchestras.  The Orchestra puts on concerts in Walthamstow Assembly Hall and the Royal Festival Hall.  More information from 01304 620410, or www.forestphilharmonic.org.uk.
9. St. John at Hackney church is architecturally important, with the architect James Spiller, commissioned in 1791. He playfully interpreted neoclassical late 18th-century architectural style, and built an unusually large square and impressive church. It is set in a churchyard which has been an open space since mediaeval times and is now being restored.
Performers and Audience Quotes 

Mark Shanahan, conductor

The Beethoven is a classical work, but that doesn't mean it's tame. When the orchestra joins and doubles the vocal lines it suddenly becomes incredibly powerful and forceful work. The drama is heightened by the orchestral solos and the elegance of the solo singers’ lines, which brings to the work an incredibly moving quality.
John Crawford, leader of the orchestra

This is the first time I've played in the Beethoven Mass in C., and this makes it more spontaneous. I love it. It's very dramatic. The choir sounds great, and that's not easy because they have to be very precise. I'm looking forward to hearing the Janacek piece.

Andrew Storey, répétiteur and organist:
There are some very exciting moments in the choral singing, especially the quick fugue sections, which are not easy. It all sounds lovely, and the choir worked very well with the orchestra.
Dan Ludford-Thomas, tenor soloist and associate conductor:
It's lovely to join the performance as a singer, and this is my type of programme. I really feel a part of Hackney Singers, as their associate conductor for the past few years, but it's a joy to show where I come from as a soloist. The choir sounds exciting and it is showing the Hackney spirit and guts.
Daniel Jordan, bass baritone soloist:

It was a delight to sing for Mark and the Hackney singers once more. I was impressed by the whole event; from the excellent choir, who have certainly swelled in number and improved considerably over the last couple of years, to the well-oiled publicity machine very much in evidence judging by the enormous audience! It is encouraging to see and hear a choral society who puts such on an eclectic range of concerts and to such a high standard. Congratulations.
Polly Jeffries, mezzosprano soloist

The Beethoven is a lovely piece. There's a nice contrast between the bombastic sections, and the lyrical parts of it such as the Benedictus, which is my favourite section.

Rachel Chapman, soprano soloist

It's a beautiful venue, and a great turnout and orchestra for the concert. I've worked with Mark before and I'm delighted to have the chance to do so again tonight.

Audience quotes

Magical, thrilling piece, wonderful!  (Jackie Latham, audience member)
I loved the Janacek piece. Although it's early it shows signs of his mature work. I particularly liked the choir's cries of 'Bread!'  When this piece was written there was severe hunger in Czechoslovakia and this was a bold political statement by the composer. (Michael Dempsey, audience member)
A first class concert. Very high standard.  The choir showed warmth and feeling, and the soloists were extremely good.  Overall: 10 out of 10.  When is the next concert? We will be first in line to book!  From Australia! (Chris & Liz Roderick, audience members (visiting from Australia))
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