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HACKNEY SINGERS and FOREST PHILHARMONIC FAURÉ AND POULENC CONCERT

The Hackney Singers and the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra performed the Fauré Requiem, Fauré's Pavane and Poulenc's Gloria on Saturday 23 April, 7:30 pm, at the impressive St. John at Hackney church, Lower Clapton Road E5.

Hackney Singers performed two French choral pieces: Faure's lovely Requiem (1893), and Poulenc's exciting 1959 Gloria.  The Poulenc piece is a blend of solemnity and joy, with jazzy chords and serene chant from Catholic church music, while the Faure Requiem is a popular piece sometimes described as a lullaby of death. And the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra performed Fauré's haunting Pavane of 1887, which might be familiar as it was used as the BBC World Cup theme in 1998.

Musicians and audience members explained why they enjoyed the concert so much.

Conductor and orchestra quotes

Mark Shanahan, conductor:

"The composers of the two choral pieces were both saying something new, and although they come from different times they go well together. I feel that performing them at this time is appropriate because after the Pope's death there is fresh hope for the new papacy. And as well as performing beautiful music, we can't help thinking about the connotations of the music. The Requiem makes me think about people who were close to me that are no longer here, while the Poulenc reminds me of a happy time when I first performed it.

The leader of the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra, John Crawford, said:

"It's a great programme, with a nice balance, and every one a winner. The Fauré Requiem is lovely, and it's an easy play for us in the violins. It's the first time I've done the Poulenc piece, and I'm very glad to do it. It's good fun, and fairly straightforward. We don't have the challenge of pitching the right note that the choir faces."

Elizabeth Cragg, soprano soloist:

"It's the first time I've sung with the choir, and they sound really good. The Poulenc is a very exciting piece. I enjoy it every time I do it, but I forget how good it is. And the Pie Jesu in the Fauré Requiem is such lovely ethereal music.

Daniel Jordan, baritone soloist:

"It's a nice programme. The Poulenc Gloria is fantastic, and the Requiem too. The two mirrored each other nicely, and it's good to have something a bit more cerebral at the start of the concert. I really enjoyed my part, I was only sorry I didn't have more to do.

Audience quotes

Kirsty Norman congratulated the choir:

"Simply gorgeous. The choir sang the Requiem as if they couldn't get enough of it, and parts of it brought tears to the eyes. And whatever it was that Mark did to you in rehearsing the Poulenc "Domine fili unigenite" (I heard about him getting everyone to stomp their feet and choreograph a dance of their own to the rhythm), the result was marvellous! Well done." 

Bob Giles, who had never heard choral work sung live before, said: "I was extremely grateful for this opportunity. I had no idea so much work went into something like this - at a couple of points I was moved to tears, especially by the glorious voice of the soprano soloist."

Jill Eakins said:

"The singers, choir and conductor gave us a truly rewarding performance that was marked by its musicality and wide range, meeting the very high standards that have been set by this ensemble. Both soloists had wonderful voices and performed with distinction. It was so nice to hear French music played with such warmth and understanding."

Alma Gray said: "What started out as a favour to a friend, ended in a great musical experience in a wonderful setting.

Lucy Fincham said of the concert: "I was moved; it was lovely."

Jenny Douse said after listening to the Poulenc: "It was very atmospheric, with lots of light and shade, a very resounding piece."

Mike Dempsey, local resident and member of the Bach choir, said: "The Poulenc is such wonderful fun, and that's what comes over from the choir and orchestra."

Richard Sykes said of the Requiem: "the Sanctus was a gem of perfection".

ENDS

Notes for Editors

1. The Hackney Singers and the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra concert was on Saturday 23 April at 7.30pm in the Church of St John at Hackney, Lower Clapton Road E5.

2. The programme was: Faure Requiem; Faure Pavane; Poulenc Gloria

3. The soloists were: Elizabeth Cragg (soprano) and Daniel Jordan (baritone).
4. Photographs are available, including showing the choir at rehearsal inside St. John at Hackney church, from Imogen Radford -- see contact details at the end of this press release.

5. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 15 years.  The choir is a Registered Charity, No 294564.

6. Hackney Singers's musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice.  

7. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions.  Everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
8. The Forest Philharmonic Orchestra, also conducted by Mark Shanahan, its musical director since 1991, has over 90 players aged 16 to 60.  It was founded in 1964, and is one of the country's leading community orchestras.  The Orchestra puts on concerts in Walthamstow Assembly Hall and the Royal Festival Hall.  More information from 01442 877486, or www.forestharmonic.org.uk.

9. St John at Hackney Church is architecturally important.  It is a large late 18th-century building by James Spiller, with interesting detail.  As a concert venue it is impressive, with characterful acoustics.

Contacts:

· Imogen Radford, Hackney Singers Publicity Officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, e-mail imogen@pcs.org.uk
_1025751754

