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PRESS RELEASE 16 July 2007

        
Glorious Spice: a mix of classical, popular and modern; centuries-old and brand new music

Vivaldi's triumphant and popular Gloria and the exciting London premiere of Bourne's ‘During Wind and Rain: a Thomas Hardy song cycle' were the highlights of a concert by the local EMFEB orchestra and the Hackney Singers on Sunday 15 July at St John-at-Hackney church. 

Hackney’s leading orchestra and choir collaborate for the first time in the 2007 Spice Festival to present a mix of music from different times and in different styles. The Hackney Singers, Hackney’s best-loved choir that has grown in recent years to a membership of 120, regularly give wonderfully powerful and moving musical performances in the borough and elsewhere. 
Composer Owen Bourne, who is also a director and founder of the orchestra, chose Hackney for the London premiere of the piece based on some of Thomas Hardy's poems, and he was pleased to collaborate with local community choir, the Hackney Singers. He said:

The Hackney Singers were superb, real local talent. I'm glad to be back in Hackney in St John at Hackney church where I believe classical music can belong. I'm delighted that The Hardy Society have come along to read the poems I set to music, and I am excited about the London premiere of my piece. If I can play a part in getting it over the greatness of Hardy's poetry then I am very pleased.

Bernard Palmer, The Hardy Society:
I came along to review the London premiere of this piece for the Hardy Society, and I'm honoured that the composer asked me to read the poems. I found it a very moving experience. I was impressed at the way this big audience was attentive during this long and challenging work. Hardy's poetry can be quite difficult, and anything that makes people more aware of it and makes it more accessible is good. The way the composer spoke directly with humour and feeling to the audience about the piece and the poems he based it on brought the whole thing to life.

James Diamond, chair of the Hackney Singers:
We enjoyed singing one of the most glorious pieces in the choral repertoire with a small but perfectly formed orchestra. I was astonished that 40 Singers and 15 players could fill this large church with sound. It's a great opportunity, to collaborate with this exciting local orchestra, and being part of the Spice Festival for the third year running it’s good that we've done something new and different together. I'm proud that the Hackney Singers gave a fantastic performance with only a few weeks to rehearse the music.

Also on the programme were Bach's 'Oboe Concerto', Holst's 'St Paul's Suite', Elgar's 'Serenade for Strings' and Gershwin’s classic ‘Summertime’. The brilliant soloists included sopranos Hanna Curran and Violetta Gawara, Alto Dagmara Switacz, Tenor Alex Pidgen and oboe Rachel Baldock.
For more about the EMFEB Orchestra see http://www.myspace.com/emfeb or call 020 8986 2518.
For more information about the choir see www.hackneysingers.org.uk or call 020 8986 7710. 
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Hackney Singers Press Contact details:

Imogen Radford, Hackney Singers Publicity Officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, (mobile) 07932 137593, email imogen@pcs.org.uk
1. The concert, a collaboration between Hackney Singers and EMFEB Orchestra, was on Sunday 15 July, 7.30, at St John at Hackney church, and included Vivaldi's Gloria and the London premiere of Bourne's ‘During Wind and Rain: a Thomas Hardy song cycle'. See http://www.myspace.com/emfeb and www.emfeb.com. This concert was part of the Spice Festival. See: http://www.spicefestival.com/
EMFEB was formed in 2002 by Artistic Director Benjamin Ellin, Composer Owen Bourne and Principal Flautist, Gareth McLearnon. They deliver opportunities for recent top London graduates to perform at the highest level, present an accessible and unstuffy approach to music performance, and provide opportunities to perform new music. Ranging in size from 2–200 players EMFEB perform in a wide variety of contexts and locations. They have a history of innovation from their unique contemporary projects such as the pub opera ‘The Salisbury Songs’ to ground-breaking collaborations with world street dance champions ‘Flawless’ and club outfit ‘Norvun Devolution’. 
For more information about EMFEB, please contact Benjamin Ellin on 020 8986 2518 or 07866 765600. E-mail info@emfeb.com by visiting EMFEB’s website at www.emfeb.com. See also www.myspace.com/emfeb.
2. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 25 years. Hackney Singers’ musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions, and everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney Singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
3. Photographs are available of the conductor and of the choir in performance and in rehearsals from Imogen Radford -- see contact details above. 
4. The Thomas Hardy Society was established in 1968, the fortieth anniversary of Thomas Hardy’s death.   Its aim was to make his work better known and to bring together those who enjoy his books, want to know them better, and would like to meet others who share their interest.   The Society is a Registered Charity (No.254248) and is a non-profit-making cultural organization with the status of a company limited by guarantee (No.909018).  More info: www.hardysociety.org 
5. St. John at Hackney church is architecturally important, and was designed by the architect James Spiller, commissioned in 1791. He playfully interpreted neoclassical late 18th-century architectural style, and built an unusually large square and impressive church. It is set in a churchyard that has been an open space since mediaeval times and has recently been restored. For more about St John at Hackney church see: http://www.stjohn-at-hackneychurch.org.uk/noticeboard.html
