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CHORAL SPICE: CONCERT TRIUMPH

A concert of choral singing from different groups and different traditions filled the Hackney Empire last Thursday evening, in one of the Spice Festival highlights. Classical choral singing spanning four centuries, songs from Eastern Europe, South Africa, and in the American barbershop tradition, and gospel singing, provided a taste of many flavours of vocal music.

The Hackney Singers began the evening with the rousing 'Zadok The Priest'  by Handel (about which one audience member, Valerie Arden, said: "The opening called as a dog the priest was wonderful to hear -- worth the ticket money alone") and ended it with Michael Tippett's five spirituals from A Child of Our Time. In between the audience was treated to rousing session from the Ministry of Purpose and the Community College Choir gospel singers, and a fascinating selection of mainly Eastern European songs from the Wing-It Singers.

When leader and conductor of the Ministers of Purpose and of the Community College Choir Andrea Robinson dedicated the performance of 'Reach out and touch somebody's hand to make this world a better place' to the memory of those who died in London the previous Thursday, the audience all stood to sing along, many brushing tears from their eyes. The voice of soloist Annette Francis rang out, and with the combined strength of over a hundred singers and an audience of hundreds, the Empire shook to the rafters.

A few minutes later you could hear a pin drop as seven-year-old Courtney Carr sang a solo: 'I know that I can make it'.

Andrea Robinson, said that she had a lovely time. "I was especially proud of my college students some of whom have only been singing for 10 weeks. And my niece Courtney, who is only seven, enjoyed doing her solo."

Shean Roberts, who accompanied the Ministers of Purpose on the piano, said: "It was fantastic to have the different styles in one evening. I'm Hackney born and bred, and that diversity is why I love Hackney."

Sally Davies, leader of the Wing-It singers, was delighted with the feedback they got from audience members after the show. "It was all the more meaningful because it was from people we did not know and who had not specifically come to hear our part of the programme. More than one choir member reported that as they walked home or waited at the bus stop, people leaned out of car windows to call ‘We loved your singing!’ Someone on my bus stopped by my seat to congratulate us. Other comments included people saying: ‘Your choir was marvellous. I wanted you to go on and on’; ‘What a fantastic sound. And all off by heart!’; ‘Your Romanian pronunciation was faultless!’.  The fact that we were asked to do this gig is a legacy of having been involved in the community opera ‘On London Fields’ which has yielded so many good things. We particularly enjoy being part of Hackney’s diverse artistic community."

Dan Ludford Thomas, who conducted the Hackney singers in the concert, was very pleased:  "The audience really responded to the choir and to the other singers. The Hackney Empire atmosphere was really special, very lively, even more so than our usual crowd."

New members are always welcome at the Hackney Singers’ Thursday evening rehearsals at St Luke's, Homerton Terrace, 7:30 pm.

Contacts:

· For membership: membership@hackneysingers.org.uk 
· For more information: See the Hackney singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
ENDS

Notes for Editors
1. The Choral Spice: Hackney singers and friends concert was presented by the Hackney Singers, The Ministers of Purpose and the Community College choir Hackney, and the Wing-It Singers, on Thursday 14 July at the Hackney Empire, as part of the two-week long Spice Festival.

2. The programme was a selection of classical choral pieces, including by Handel, Mozart, Verdi, Tavener and the Tippett five spirituals from the Hackney singers; a selection of songs from eastern Europe and beyond from the Wing-It singers; and a variety of gospel songs from the Ministers of Purpose and the Community College Choir.

3. Photographs are available from Imogen Radford (contact details below), showing performers in rehearsal and in the concert, and the Hackney Empire.  

4. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 15 years.  The choir is a Registered Charity, No 294564.

5. The Hackney Singers’ musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor with a career including conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice.  
6. Associate conductor of the Hackney singers, who conducted in Thursday night's concert, Dan Ludford-Thomas, began singing as a chorister at St Matthew’s Church, Northampton, and in 1986 became ‘Choirboy of the Year’ which led to radio and television broadcasts, and concerts at many of the major venues throughout the UK. He sings with the choir of St Brides Church, Fleet Street and regularly performs with many of the London- based ensembles, including Chapelle du Roi, The Kings Consort, The Academy of Ancient Music, Florilegium, and The Sixteen. Dan is currently Head of Singing at Dulwich College, the Musical Director of the Music Makers of Harpenden and the Dulwich-based chamber choir Breve.
7. Soloists with the Hackney singers were Elizabeth Franklin-Kitchen, soprano, conductor Dan Ludford Thomas, tenor, and John Ayto, bass and choir member, and Ben Saul accompanied them on the piano.

8. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions.  Everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7:30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk, or from membership@hackneysingers.org.uk 

9. The COMMUNITY COLLEGE CHOIR and THE MINISTERS OF PURPOSE are groups of gospel singers brought together by Gospel singing Tutor Andrea Robinson who teaches at the Hackney Community College and the Tower Hamlets Life Long Learning Service.  The singers of the Community College Choir are drawn from Andrea's intermediate classes.  

The members of the Ministers Of Purpose are involved in singing groups in their local churches.  Andrea has been teaching gospel singing since the age of 16. She has travelled extensively throughout the U.K. setting up and supporting choirs, groups and individuals.
10. Soloists with the Ministers of Purpose were Courtney Carr (age 7) and Annette Francis, and they were accompanied by Shean Roberts on piano, by Yomi Sehendemi on drums, and by Ayo Awolola on bass guitar.
For bookings and further information please call Andrea Robinson on:  07956 998677, or email:  andrea7021@hotmail.com.
9. The WING-IT SINGERS is a thriving world music choir with a strong leaning towards the music of The Balkans and Georgia. This repertoire has a direct bearing on their strong and pithy acapella sound. 

Committed to being part of their local community, they give regular concerts at the Round Chapel and have also performed at Fin Fest, Stoke Newington Festival, Haggerston Park as well as on the South Bank for 'Sing for Water' and at weddings. Last year they recorded a CD in St Matthias Church, Stoke Newington.  

Formed in 1999, they have been led for the last four years by Sally Davies. As well as running two-and-a-half choirs and leading singing workshops, Sally Davies is a versatile instrumentalist and composer and has written and directed music for numerous commissions, for touring dance and theatre pieces.  For more information ring 020 7249 7806 or email: abbiecoppard@waitrose.com
10. The Hackney Empire was designed by the accomplished and inventive theatre architect Frank Matcham.  It has been providing entertainment for over a century: from music hall to television studio; from bingo hall to the resurrection in the 1980s as the home of theatre it is today.  And after a pause for restoration it has recently reopened to show off its magnificent transformation.  More information from their website: www.hackneyempire.co.uk
Contacts:

· Imogen Radford, publicity officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, e-mail imogen@pcs.org.uk
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