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HACKNEY SINGERS ARE ' TRULY INFERNAL SPIRITS' IN ORFEO AT THE HACKNEY EMPIRE

Local community choir, the Hackney Singers, were invited to provide 20 singers for the Chorus of the Infernal Spirits in the English Touring the Opera's production of Orfeo at the Hackney Empire on Friday 6 October. Their intensive rehearsal paid off, as the performance and their part in it was a triumph.

Robert Howarth, conductor, said:
"So many people have commented about the part played by the Hackney Singers. They really rose to the occasion. I worked them hard in a very short period, and they gave 110%. They put their hearts into it. I drummed into them that they must give me sincerity, and they did. I couldn't have asked for more."
Hackney Singers chair, James Diamond, one of the Hackney Singers who took part:

"Everyone has been very committed to this opportunity. It has been a real challenge to get to know a different style of music and to learn it by heart in a short space of time. We enjoyed working with a conductor who is a specialist in the period in the rehearsals, and our moment in the performance was very exciting. I personally found it stretched me, but in a very rewarding way."

Richard Lyttelton, chair of English Touring Opera Board of Directors, spoke after the performance about the eight-week Baroque festival touring the country.

"We are keen to involve the local community wherever we perform. Here at the fantastic Hackney Empire the Hackney Singers were a chorus of truly infernal spirits."

Choir members said what they felt about their involvement. At the dress rehearsal Megan Griffith said: 
"It's so exciting and a real challenge to sing in a small group. It'll be a dramatic surprise when we get up in the boxes and sing in the performance."

After the performance, Margaret Peirce said:

"I want to do it all over again, even better. It was marvellous to watch the way the cast of the opera worked together and how strongly the emotions came across."

The opera went down a storm in a packed Hackney Empire, and when the Hackney Singers came in to do their chorus it was a dramatic moment.
Justin Doyle, audience member and professional conductor, said:
"It was wonderful. The Hackney Singers chorus gave an extra dimension to the tragedy. It was a dramatic moment when they began to sing, and very effective in the way it drew the audience in. We felt as if we were part of the whole experience."
Information for editors

Hackney Singers Press Contact details:

Imogen Radford, Hackney Singers Publicity Officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, (mobile) 07932 137593, email imogen@pcs.org.uk
1. Hackney Singers were invited to provide 20 singers for the Chorus of the Infernal Spirits in the English touring Opera's production of Orfeo at the Hackney Empire, Friday 6 October.

2. English Touring Opera is one of the leading opera companies in the UK, and for the past 25 years it has made opera accessible to as wide an audience as possible. Their aim is to present vibrant, innovative, high-quality opera to existing and new audiences in communities across England. Each year they give about 100 performances to some 50,000 people across the country, visiting 30 regional venues where arts provision is limited. More information: www.englishtouringopera.org.uk; ETO Marketing and Press Officer Robin Norton-Hale, robin.n@englishtouringopera.org.uk, 020 7833 2555.
3. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 25 years. Hackney Singers’ musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions, and everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney Singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
4. Photographs are available of the choir in this performance and in other concerts and rehearsals from Imogen Radford -- see contact details above.
5. Hackney Singers' next concert is Saturday 25 November, 7:30 p.m., at the Union Chapel in Islington. Conducted by associate music director Dan Ludford Thomas, with organist Andrew Storey, with music including Stanford’s Songs of the Fleet, Parry’s I was glad, Haydn's Little Organ Mass, and the world premiere of choir member Tara Creme's By the North Gate.

More quotes:

Hackney Singers chorus members:

Liz Duncan said:

"Rehearsing it was chaos at first. Learning music by heart was a challenge for me, especially as I have no musical background, and the rhythms were unfamiliar and hard to learn. It was a great opportunity, working with Robert, and we learnt a lot."

Margaret Tettey:

"I feel really privileged and excited to be singing alongside professionals. I enjoyed the rehearsals, especially learning from such an expert about the history and development of early music and opera, and I liked the original instruments."

Jenny Neuburger:

"It's wonderful the way they get local choirs to sing with them wherever they go. It's risky, but it roots the performance in Hackney."

John Ayto:

"It was a captivating experience to sing in the chorus. I found it fascinating to see a full 17th century orchestra, with all the sackbutts and other instruments, and they sounded very good in this venue."

Audience reaction:

Pru Clements, said:

"When Hackney Singers came in it was the high point in the whole production. Although there were only 19 of them, they sounded like there were 40."

Hilarie Kerr:

"Hackney Singers were 'giving it Wigan' -I mean putting their all into it. I was sitting in the middle of the stalls and it was fantastic hearing music coming from each side as well as from the stage."

Sally Williams:

"Hackney Singers sounded very professional, fabulous, I was proud of them."

Sally Johnston:

"The orchestra was wonderful."
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