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THE CATHEDRAL OF THE EAST END RESOUNDS TO HACKNEY SINGERS ROSSINI PERFORMANCE

The Hackney Singers made the impressive Victorian Gothic setting and acoustic of St Marks resound to powerful music. The 130-strong local community choir performed Rossini’s delightful Petite Messe Solennelle, conducted by Mark Shanahan, to a packed and delighted audience of over 500. 

Conductor Mark Shanahan, speaking at the end of the afternoon rehearsal, said:

The venue has a fine acoustic, and gives a real sheen to the sound. The piece is good for the choir. It takes a lot of a vocal stamina – there are two big fugues, and as there is no orchestra they really have to carry it off themselves. And they are living up to it magnificently.

Linda Richardson, soprano soloist:

It’s great to be back to perform with Hackney Singers again, and I am enjoying building up my rapport with the choir. They’ve grown in size and stature, and they carry off this intimate piece in this great venue. The Rossini has something for everyone – jolly moments and lovely passages.

Leah-Marian Jones, mezzo soprano soloist:

I am very excited to be doing this piece again – I last did it in 1992, and it’s great to work with Mark and the other soloists and the choir. I love the music.

Simon Thorpe, baritone soloist:

I have worked with Mark before and it’s very nice to be here with the Hackney Singers. This Rossini is a real treasure – fabulous, uplifting, and it rolls and rolls on with one joyful moment after another.

Dan Ludford Thomas, tenor soloist and associate conductor for the choir:

The work plays to the strength of the chorus and the conductor. Hackney Singers always do well what the conductor demands, which is to connect to the emotions of the music. The drama and the standard of performance are a triumph.

Andrew Storey, pianist, and accompanist for the choir:

It just sounds fabulous. It’s great that the conductor can rehearse the music at a higher level as the choir is so confident. And it’s lovely for us all to work with these marvellous soloists.

Ben Saul, harmonium player and pianist:

It’s a great ensemble performance – the soloists and the chorus sound absolutely great. They’re all going for it, and the choir is sailing through the fugues imperially.

Revd Josh Zvimba:

It’s been a lovely evening, with fantastic voices, and it’s good to see this magnificent church full of people getting into it.

Audience member Lucy Fincham said:
It was lovely, and I especially enjoyed the Sanctus and the Agnus Dei. It finished on a high.
For more information about the concert and the choir see our website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk , or call 020 8986 7710. 
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Imogen Radford, Hackney Singers Publicity Officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, (mobile) 07932 137593, email imogen@pcs.org.uk
1. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 120 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 25 years. Hackney Singers’ musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice. 
2. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions, and everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney Singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
3. Photographs are available of the conductor, the venue, and of the choir in performance and in rehearsals from Imogen Radford -- see contact details above.
4. The Hackney Singers concert was on Saturday 8 November, 7:30 pm at St Mark's Church, St Mark's Rise, Dalston,  E8 2NL. They performed Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle, conducted by Mark Shanahan, with pianist and choir répétiteur Andrew Storey, pianist and harmonium player Ben Saul, soloists Linda Richardson, soprano, Leah-Marian Jones, mezzo soprano, Simon Thorpe, baritone, Dan Ludford Thomas, tenor soloist and associate conductor for the choir.
5. More about the music: 
Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle is a delightful mass which is neither small nor solemn.  Written thirty years after Rossini completed a glittering career in opera, it is playful and dramatic, and is scored for piano and harmonium, a choice suited to its conception as a chamber work.  
6. St Mark's Church is an awe-inspiring and massive Victorian church sometimes called the ‘Cathedral of the East End’.
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