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HACKNEY SINGERS CHORAL CONCERT AND WORLD PREMIERE A TRIUMPH
The Union Chapel was packed as the Hackney Singers presented a concert of modern and classical choral music, with an interlude on the magnificent Father Willis organ. There was popular choral music by influential early 20th century composers and a lesser-known but lovely Haydn Mass. Most exciting was a world premiere of an atmospheric piece by a composer who is also a choir member. The concert was on Saturday 25 November 2006 7.30pm at the Union Chapel, Compton Terrace, N1. 

The concert featured the world premiere of a choral piece by choir member and Stoke Newington resident Tara Creme. Her piece set to music the haunting poem 'Lament of the Frontier Guard', translated from the Chinese by Ezra Pound. She was inspired to write for the 100-strong choir by their dramatic Verdi Requiem performance in the spring.
Tara explained how she felt about the performance:

"I was really pleased, I think it went really well. The choir sang wonderfully, and the audience seemed to like it. I was very nervous before the concert, as well as being excited, especially about premiering it in such a wonderful venue as the Union Chapel. I thought the choir really got across the mood and atmosphere I wanted to express, thanks also to Dan and Andy's conducting and rehearsing. For me it was a really fantastic experience."

The concert also featured the rousing but little performed Songs of the Fleet, by Stanford, with local bass soloist Colin Campbell. He said:

"It's a fantastic venue. I’ve often walked past, as I live locally in Hackney and I've wondered what it's like. It's got marvellous acoustics and this concert is a great occasion. Stanford’s Songs of the Fleet is a rousing piece which isn't done very often, and it's a joy to perform. The choir sounds very good, very strong, and it's good to see so many people singing -- choral music is clearly alive and well in Hackney."

For more information about the concert and the choir see our website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk , or call 020 8986 7710. 
ENDS
Information for editors

Hackney Singers Press Contact details:

Imogen Radford, Hackney Singers Publicity Officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, (mobile) 07932 137593, email imogen@pcs.org.uk
1. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 25 years. Hackney Singers’ musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice. 
2. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions, and everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney Singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
3. Photographs are available of the composer, and of the choir in performance and in rehearsals from Imogen Radford -- see contact details above.
4. For this concert the choir was conducted by associate conductor Dan Ludford Thomas, and accompanied by repetiteur and organist Andrew Storey. The soloists were Louise Kemeny and bass Colin Campbell. They performed Stanford: Songs of the Fleet Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis; Haydn: Little Organ Mass; Tara Creme: By the North Gate (world premiere); Parry: I was Glad; and organ solo pieces: Stanley: Voluntary in E minor; Walton: Crown Imperial. 

5. The Union Chapel, Compton Terrace N1 2UN, Tube: Highbury & Islington, www.unionchapel.org.uk, has magnificent acoustics and a famous Father Willis organ. It is now being renovated to its original 19th-century splendour. As well as being one of London's top 10 venues, according to a Time Out poll, it is a working church and a community arts centre for the local and surrounding area which hosts innovative and exciting events for marginalised groups.
Performer and Audience Quotes 

Louise Kemeny, soprano soloist

I've never been in the venue before although I live locally, and it's lovely. It's quite an ambitious programme, but the choir is sounding really great. The Haydn is beautiful, and the Stanford Magnificat solo I am doing is usually done by a boy treble, so this is an interesting new take on it.

Dan Ludford Thomas, associate conductor

It's been a privilege to conduct this concert, and I thought the performance was brilliant. It's a powerful experience to be standing in front of 100 singers in full voice when you are directing. But as a conductor you can only go so far to control what they do. Sometimes you just have to let it go and let it fly, and this worked very well.

Andrew Storey, organist and pianist

It was fantastic. It was clear the choir enjoyed it, and there was a good response from the audience especially to the Songs of the Fleet.

John Leslie, audience member and chair of Islington Choral Society

It was wonderful to experience such high-quality choral singing in such a

superb venue. The recently re-opened Union Chapel's excellent acoustic and

unusual polygonal layout bring the audience remarkably close to the

performers wherever you sit, and Hackney Singers managed to convey both

intimacy and power to great effect. The premiere of Tara Creme's haunting 

and melancholy By the North Gate was a moving experience. I hope Union

Chapel will continue to host choral and orchestral concerts from local

groups for many years to come, and am looking forward to Islington Choral

Society's own performance of Handel's Messiah there next Saturday (2 December).
Audience members and visitors from Mochudi, Botswana [birthplace of Mma Ramotswe of the Number 1 Ladies Detective Agency]: 

Oteng Thamaku:

Coming to the concert reminded me of the singing festival in my village of Mochudi, where every night people come from miles around to sing. To me the way people in your choir stand still when they sing is very different to back home, but the conductor was very involved and moved more like my people.

Botsalo Thamaku:

The bass singer was fabulous, his voice comes from deep within him, and reminded me of great male singers in Botswana.

Audience members visiting from Italy: 

John Tordoff:

I thought the programme was very well chosen, making the most of the choir.  The soloists were both good, but the bass was especially fine, with a really rich voice and pronunciation such that you could hear every word he sang. I was very taken by the new piece, and enjoyed the Haydn very much.  

Maurice Reeve:

What a pleasure it was to hear the English choral tradition in action again.  I don't think there's any other country where ordinary people just get together regularly for the sheer love of singing and produce the very special sound that is so recognisable and enjoyable.  It's something to do with the massed voices tackling great works from the standard repertoire but also the sheer enthusiasm and energy that singers put into it.  

More about By the North Gate

Tara explained how she decided to set the haunting poem 'Lament of the Frontier Guard' translated from the Chinese by Ezra Pound. 

"I was attracted to the poem because of its very strong and desolate atmosphere and thought it would be good to set to music. It is full of anger, sorrow and weary defeat at having lost a battle and I thought I could make something powerful out of this."

Tara is a professional composer who has been in the choir since January 2006. She has written for fiction, animated films and television documentaries as well as for several orchestral concerts, and has also led several music educational projects. She explained how she was inspired to compose a piece for the choir.

"My first concert with Hackney Singers was the Verdi Requiem concert in spring which was very dramatic and I was impressed by the quality and big sound the choir made. Although I've written all sorts of music this is the first time I've written for a large choir of over 100 people and it's very exciting. It was nerve-wracking to be sitting there in the choir when we rehearsed it for the first time, knowing that it was my work, but I was very pleased they liked it and I'm very proud to be part of the local community choir."
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