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FOREST PHILHARMONIC AND HACKNEY'S PERFORMANCE SHAKES THE TIMBERS AT SUNDAY CONCERT

The Forest Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hackney Singers performed Cherubini's Requiem in C minor, and Handel's Messiah (extracts) on Sunday 6 November at 6:30 pm in the newly restored Shoreditch Town Hall, Old Street EC1. The sound of the popular bits of the Messiah, and this little heard but beautiful Requiem resounded around the wonderful acoustics of this beautifully restored space.
Cherubini wrote the lovely Requiem in C. minor in 1815 for the memorial service of Louis XVI, who was executed in the French Revolution. Cherubini was much admired in his time, including by Beethoven. Though the piece is rarely performed now, it was popular in the 19th century and was played at Beethoven's funeral in 1827.

The concert also featured a selection from Handel's much loved oratorio the Messiah, including For unto us a child is born, Since by man came death and the Hallelujah chorus.

The audience appreciated the concert. Quotes:

'Where else would I get the chance to hear that wonderful Cherubini -- who I knew nothing about -- performed in a local venue. It was a treat on a Sunday night', Polly Matcham.

'The Hallelujah Chorus was outstanding -- sung with a real gusto that shook the timbers and brought spontaneous cheers from the audience. I became an instant fan of Cherubini after listening to this moving performance of a Requiem I'd never heard before', Brian Troath

'I enjoyed the concert immensely. The first piece sent shivers down my spine, really brilliant and enjoyable! Very well done dear fellow choir members! Very professional, in a very beautiful and appropriate environment, which felt like being in the ballroom of a baroque castle', Maria Saur, choir member who was not able to sing in this concert.

Contacts:

· For more information about the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra go to www.forestharmonic.org.uk, and for more information about the Hackney Singers, see the website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk, or call 020 8533 5704 
ENDS
Notes for Editors

1. The Hackney Singers and the Forest Philharmonic Orchestra concert was on Sunday 6 November at 6:30 pm in the newly restored Shoreditch Town Hall, Old Street EC1. 
2. The programme was: Cherubini Requiem in C minor, and Handel Messiah (extracts) 
3. Photographs are available of the concert and the rehearsals showing choir, the orchestra and the venue from Imogen Radford -- see contact details at the end of this press release.

4. Hackney Singers is a large mixed choir with over 100 members.  The choir is based in Hackney, with members drawn from all over Hackney, East and North East London.  The choir has been performing for over 15 years.  The choir is a Registered Charity, No 294564.

5. Hackney Singers's musical director (since 1998) is Mark Shanahan, a conductor whose career includes conducting at the English National Opera, Opera North and La Fenice Venice.  

6. Hackney Singers does not hold auditions.  Everyone is welcome to join in the Thursday evening rehearsals, held at St Luke's Church at 7.30 pm during term time.  More information from the Hackney singers website, www.hackneysingers.org.uk
7. The Forest Philharmonic Orchestra, also conducted by Mark Shanahan, its musical director since 1991, has over 90 players aged 16 to 60.  It was founded in 1964, and is one of the country's leading community orchestras.  The Orchestra puts on concerts in Walthamstow Assembly Hall and the Royal Festival Hall.  More information from 01442 877486, or www.forestharmonic.org.uk.

8. Shoreditch Town Hall has recently re-opened following a £2.3m programme of refurbishment. The work has included complete re-roofing, re-wiring and installation of a new heating system, as well as provision of disabled access to the ground floor and basement. In addition, the imposing Entrance Hall, Council Chamber and Mayor's Parlour (dating from 1865), have been restored to their former glory. For more information see the Shoreditch Town Hall Trust website: http://www.shoreditchtownhall.org.uk, call them on 020 7739 6176, or e-mail them frontdoor@shoreditchtownhall.org.uk.

Contacts:

Imogen Radford, Hackney Singers publicity officer, telephone (home) 020 8986 7710, (work) 020 7801 2639, (mobile) 07932 137593, email imogen@pcs.org.uk
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